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ever, were anything but radical; even the highest
incomes were only taxed fourteen per cent., and the
Church with its untold wealth paid no taxes at all.
The Jesuit order was dissolved, but the members of
the order were allowed to remain quietly in the
country. Officers who refused to take the oath to
the Republic were placed on the retired list on full
pay. But the big landowners and the military clique
refused to tolerate even such tentative reforms as
were effected. They had recourse to arms, and the
lawful Government could only defend itself by
turning for support to the proletariat. These
critical times had revealed that the true wealth of
Spain did not lie hidden in the cellars of the banks,
but was to be found in the noble hearts of the
Spanish working-class. Aquillar ended his speech
with these words : " Our desire was to provide this
people of ours with conditions worthy of human
beings, such as are normal in every other democracy.
We thought to achieve our purpose to the accom-
paniment of the Riego Hymn." (The National
Anthem of the Republic.) " It has since appeared
that even the most elementary reforms can only be
carried out to the accompaniment of the Inter-
national.55